SPEECHES

that the intellect had done its best, that the intellect
had done all that was possible for it and that the work
of the unaided intellect in Bengal was finished. The
intellect having nothing to offer but despair became
quiescent, and when the intellect ceased to work, the
heart of Bengal was open and ready to receive the
voice of God whenever He should speak. When the
message came at last, Bengal was ready to receive i4t
and she received it in a single moment, and in a single
moment the whole nation rose, the whole nation lifted
itself out of delusions and out of despair, and it was
by this sudden rising, by this sudden awakening from
dream that Bengal found the way of salvation and
declared to all India that eternal life, immortality and
not lasting degradation was her fate. Bengal lived in
that faith. She felt a mightier truth than any that
earth can give, because she held that faith from God
and was able to live in that faith. Then that happened
which always happens when God brings other forces
to fight against the strength which he himself has
inspired, because it is always necessary for the divinely
appointed strength to grow by suffering; without
suffering, without the lesson of selflessness, without
the moral force of self-sacrifice, God within us cannot
grow. Sri Krishna cannot grow to manhood unless he
is called upon to work for others, unless the Asuric
forces of the world are about him and work against
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